
 

 

 
 
 

We support SB 34 (3rd Sub) – Affordable Housing Modifications –  
for the following reasons: 

 
• It supports good local planning. SB 34 builds on last year’s HB 259 (Moderate Income 

Housing Amendments) and SB 136 (Transportation Governance Amendments). Cities don’t 
build housing, but they can pave the way with good planning to help increase housing stock. 
This gives developers the chance to step up and build housing that is affordable at all income 
levels.  
 

• It provides critical funds for affordable housing. SB 34 appropriates $20 million one-time 
and $4 million in ongoing funds to the Olene Walker Housing Loan Fund. Housing for incomes 
below 80% Area Median Income (think teachers and public safety officers) is difficult if not 
impossible to build without subsidies. These funds will help house those who the market 
leaves behind.  
 

• It enhances the transportation-land use connection. SB 34 requires every city and county 
to update its general plan to plan for roads, transit, and active transportation facilities; plan for 
residential and commercial development near major transportation routes; and correlate 
housing planning with population and employment projections. Cities and counties must plan 
for housing at all income levels, in coordination with the transportation system.  Cities of 5,000 
or more in urban areas and 10,000 or more in rural areas, as well as counties with an 
unincorporated population of more than 5,000, have to submit an annual report on their 
progress. 

 
• It is smart state investment for smart local planning.  SB 34 requires cities of a certain size 

to report on implementation of their moderate income housing plans in order to be eligible for 
$700+ million in state transportation dollars through the Transportation Investment Fund (TIF) 
and the Transit Transportation Investment Fund (TTIF).   

 
SB 34 is not a silver bullet, but it is the right first step to  

support communities as they plan for population growth. 
 

 

 

  


