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SB-153 Local Government Development Amendments is a consensus-based 
Land Use Task Force bill.  SB153 resolves four issues: 
 

1. Improvement Assurance (subdivision improvement bonds) 
2. Development Exactions after BAM v. Salt Lake County 
3. Group homes 
4. Integrating land use concepts with local district duties 

 

Improvement Assurance: 

Five years ago, the Land Use Task Force requested the legislature to add a new 
section to the Land Use Development and Management Act (LUDMA) to create 
rules regarding what was then generally known as “improvement bonds”.   

After a five-year trail period, the Land Use Task Force recommends modifications 
to the language that: 

1. Defines the terms “improvement assurance” and “improvement warranty” 
2. Clarifies that an improvement assurance is not required if a developer 

completes the improvements prior to recording a plat 
3. Places limits on the duration (one year) and amount (10%) of the 

“improvement warranty”. 

Development Exactions: 

In 2011, the Utah Supreme Court validated the right of a local land use authority to 
exact infrastructure for other public entities (such as UDOT) in BAM v. Salt Lake 
County.  The Land Use Task Force recommends that the exaction be transferred 
to the entity for it was exacted. 

Group Homes:   

The ULCT and the UAC have concluded that the LUDMA group home provisions 
set a trap for the unwary.  The law currently encourages local governments to 
regulate group homes in a manner that violates both state and federal law.  At the 
request of the ULCT and the UAC, the Land Use Task Force recommends that 
LUDMA simply direct the land use authority to follow specific state and federal 
laws as they review group homes requests. 

Local Districts:   

Local Districts often exact infrastructure as a condition of development approval.  
However, very few of the protections that the Land Use Task Force has developed 
over the last 10 years actually apply to local districts.  SB 153 corrects the 
oversight and requires local districts to comply with the same rules as cities and 
counties in the development process. 

 
THE UTAH LEAGUE OF CITIES AND TOWNS STRONGLY SUPPORTS SB153 
 

This and other LPC handouts can be found in the legislative updates section of 
www.ulct.org 


