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The Utah League of Cities and Towns unanimously supports SB-109S1 Change 
Application Procedure Amendments. The ULCT has spent the last two years 
negotiating consensus among its members and a compromise solution with the Office of 
the State Engineer and the Water Coalition to propose a legislative response to the 
Supreme Court’s decisions in Jensen v. Jones and Big Ditch v. Salt Lake City. 

Water rights legislation implicates every aspect of the state economy.  To achieve 
consensus, the ULCT has fully engaged its membership and its relationship with the 
development community. The ULCT and the Property Rights Coalition are united in 
support of the consensus reached n S109S1. 

 

SB 109S1 would: 

1. Restore the State Engineer to the role of “gate keeper” in the change 
application process; 

2. Resolve a long standing dispute among the State Engineer’s Office, the 
Water Community and the development community that has lingered since 
the 2008 enactment of HB51; 

3. Create a prompt process to resolve change applications with non-use 
challenges; 

4. Provide a “swing out” option to provide due process for all change 
applicants; 

5. Provide a well-defined swing out process for municipal applicants 
struggling with the demands of their growing communities; 

6. Provide certainty and finality with respect to municipal water rights; 

7. Create a longer notice and investigation period for municipal change 
applications that request certainty and finality of forfeiture issues in the 
change application process; 

8. Provide personal notice to any water user who requests notice of municipal 
change applications. 

9. Requires protestant to prove that a right has been forfeited  

10. Creates inexpensive process to resolve forfeiture issues in the Office of 
the Property Rights Ombudsman; 

11. Maintains the judiciary as the body responsible for adjudicating forfeiture in 
municipal change applications. 

 
 
 
 
THE UTAH LEAGUE OF CITIES AND TOWNS STRONGLY SUPPORTS SB109S1 


